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01720

ThomasHopkins,Director
ArchitecturalAccessBoard
OneAshburtonPlace,Room1310
Boston,Massachusetts02108 June3, 2011

DearThomasandtheAAB,

We cannotcompletelysupporttheApplicationfor Variancerequestingatime variance
for ExchangeHall, 2 SchoolStreet,Acton.

As you areaware,thetimevariancesarerequestedfor completeaccessto the2~’and~
floors,balconyandattic, doorsanddoorways,stairs,elevators,public toilet roomsand
signage.

We feelthat atimevarianceis reasonableto completeaccessfromthe is/ to the3rd
floor. However,wecannotsupportthe installationofaLULA. A full elevatoris the
mostsuitablechoice.A LULA is primarily meantto behandicappedaccessible,andthere
maybeonly roomfor a singlewheelchairanda standingpassenger.It hasliterally a
“limited application”.Ourconcernis thata LULA wouldbeusedfortransportingcargo,
cateringsuppliesandnon-handicappedpeoplebeyondthe2 person-capacity.An elevator
wouldprovideaccessibilityandflexibility in useandtheuseofthebuilding asit was
originally intended,suchaspublic dances,privatefunctions,andtownmeetings.

In retrospect,the2008AwardLetterfrom theActonCommunityPreservationCommittee
regardingfundingfor renovationsofExchangeHall allowedtheTownofActon
privilegesto useofthebuilding for town meetings.(Referto attacheddocument:Re:
2008CPA Funding-ExchangeHall Restoration,page2, paragraphc) This further
supportsthe installationofanelevatorfor completeaccessfrom the lsttø 3rdfloors.

In termsofthebathrooms,wecannotsupporta time variance.Uponapplyingfor a
buildingpermit theownerhasknowthat thebathroomsmustbebroughtinto compliance.
Hehasnotprovenanacceptablereasonfor this varianceoraplausiblesolution.

In summary,wesupporta time variancefor theinstallationofanelevator,not aLULA,
from the 1stto 3~floors.Forthebathrooms,wedo not supportatime variance.

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary,Acton CommissiononDisability


